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02 BUFFON’S

avoid them we weaken our powers, and sink inta
despondency, for af er having experienced the
tnjastice of mankind, we coniract a habit of
accounting it a necessary cvil- when we have
accustomed ourselves to have less regard for the
opinions of the world than for our own repose,

and when the heart, hardened by the wounds it
has received, has become inscnsible, we easily
attain that state of indifference, that indolent
tranquillity, of which, a fow yecars before, we
should havebeen ashamed. Glory,that power-
ful mo'ive of great souls, which scen at a dis-
tance appears as the most desirable object,
and excites us to perform great and useful
actions, lcses its attractions upon a near ap-
proach. Sloth assumes the place of ambition,
and scems to present to us paths less rugged,
and advantages more substantial; but it is
preceded by disgust, and followed by discon-
tent, that gloomy tyrant of every thinking
mind, against which wisdom has less influence
than folly.

It is, therefore, from being composed of two
opposile principles, that man has so much
trouble to be reconciled with himself; and
hence proceeds his inconstancy, irresolution,
and languor. Brute animals, on the contrary,

whose
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