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64 BUFFON’S

-that the mind is at fivst pa-sive with respect o
ihem; ‘that when it countenances them, it
i1s subdued, and when it assents to tbem, it is
perverted.

Let us then distinguish in the human pas-
sions, the physical from the moral; that is, the
cause from the effect. The first emotion is in
the internal material sense; this the mind may
receive but cannot produce. Let us likewise
distinguish momentary from durable emotions,
and we shall immediately perceive, that fear,
horror, rage, love, or rather the desire of en-
joyment, -are sensations which, though du-
rable,depend solely on the impressions of objects
upon our-senses, combined with the remaining
‘impressions of our preceding sensations; and
‘that, of consequence, thosc passions we enjoy
in common with the brutes. I mention the
actual impressions of objects, as being com-
bined with the impressions that remain of our
- former sensations, for neither to man nor beast
nothing is horrible, nor attractive, when seen
for the first time. Ofthis we have proof in
young animals, who will run into the fire
the first time it is prescnfed to them. By
reiterated acts, of which the impressions sub-
sist in their internal sense, do they alone acquire
experience; and though this experience is
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