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NATURAL HISTORY. 77

these eulogies, a bee ought to hold no greater
rank in the estimation of naturalists than it
does in nature; and, in the eye of reason, this
marvellous and so much extolled republic will
never be any thing more than a multitude of
small animals, which have no affinity to man
but that of furnishing him with wax and
honey.

Let people examine with attenfion their
little mancsuvres, proceedings, and toils ; let
them describe exactly their generation, their
multiplication, their metamorphoses, &c.—
These are objects worthy of the attention of
a naturalist ; buf to hear the morals of insects
cried up is insufferable ; and I am fully con-
vinced, that by a strict and rational observer
it would be found, that the origin and super-
structure of the various wonderful talents as-
cribed to bees, arises from the mother bee pro-
ducing 10,000 individuals at one time, and in
the same place, which necessarily obliges them
to arrange themselves in some order for the pre-
servation of their existence. Isnot Naturesuf=
ficiently astonishing of herself, withoutattempt-
ing to render her mare so, and without attri-
buting to her miracles which have no existence
but in our own 1magination ? Is not the Crea-

tor sufficiently great by his works ; and do we
believe




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


