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believe we can render him more so by our

weakness ? This, were there a possibility,

would be the way to debase him. Who, in

effect, has the most exalted idea of the Su

preme Being, he who beholds him create the

universe, arrange every existence, and estab

lish nature on invariable and perpetual laws ;

or he who sees him attentive in conducting a

republic of insects?

Certain animals unite into societies, which

seem to depend on the choice of those that

compose them, and which of consequence has

in it a far greater degree of intelligence a.1d

design than the society of bees, of which the

sole principle is physical necessity. Elephants,

beavers, apes, and many other species of ani

mals, assemble together in bodies, assist, and

defend each other. Did we not so often disturb

these societies, and could we observe them with

as much ease as those of the bees, we should,

doubtless, meet with a multitude ofother won

ders; which still, however, would amount to

nothing more than so many physical relations.

A great number of animals, of the same spe..

des, being assembled in the same place, there

will necessarily result a certain arrangement,

and a certain order of common habits. Now

every common habit, far from having en

lightened
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