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NATURAL HISTORY. 81

ihey were neither foreseen, nor conceived by
those that execute them, and that they depend
solely on the universal laws of mechanism,
established by the Creator.

Let the panegyrists of insects say what they
will in their favour, those animals which, in
figure, and organization, bear the strongest re-
semblance to man, must still be acknowledged
superior to all others, with respect to internal
qualities ; and, though they differ from those of
man, though, as we have evinced, they are
nothing but the effects, exercise, experience,
and feeling, still are they, in a high degree,
supcrior to insects. - As 1in every thing that
exists in nature there is a shade, a scale may be
established for determining the degrees of the
intrinsic qualities of each animal, by which,
when opposed with the material part of man,
we shall find the preference due to the ape, the
dog, the elephant, and, in difterent degrees, to
all the other quadrupeds. Next to them will
rank the cetaceous animals, which, like the
quadrupeds, have flesh and blood, and, like
them, are viviparous. In the third class will
be the birds, because they differ more from
man than either the quadrupeds, or the ceta-
ccous animals; and, were it not that there are
beings which, like the oyster and the polypus,
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