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ment, diminish, renew, multiply, or destroy.
He maintains a superiority over brutes, because

like them lie not only has motion and sensation,

but possesses also the light of reason; governs
his actions, concerts his operations, and over

comes force by cunning, and swiftness by per

severance. Nevertheless, among animals some

appear familiar, others savage and ferocious.

If we compare the docility and submission of

the dog with the cruelty and ferocity of the

tiger, the one will appear to be the friend of

man, the other his enemy : his empire, then,

over animals is not absolute. Many species

can escape his power by the rapidity f their

flight, by the obscurity of their retreats, and by

the elements they inhabit. Others escape him

from their minuteness, while others, who, far

from respecting their sovereign, openly attack

him. Besides these, he is insulted by the stings

of insects, poisonous bites of serpents, and

teased with many other unclean, troublesome,

and useless creatures, that seem only to exist

to form a shade between good and evil, and to

make man comprehend how little respectable
his fall has made hi in.

But we must dis1inguiii the empire of God

from the domain of man : God, the Creator of

all beings, is the sole mser of nature. Man

has
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