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left them on many islands, and even let them
loose on the continent, where they have mul-
tiplied like other wild animals. M. la Salle, in
1685, saw in the northern parts of America,
near the bay of St. Louis, whole troops of
these horses feeding in the pastures, which
were so wild that no one could approach them.
The author of the History of the Buccaniers,
says, ‘“That in the island of St. Domingo,
horses are sometimes seen in troops of 500, all
running together; that when they sce a man,
they all stop; and that one of them will ape.
proach to a certain distance, snorts, takes
flicht and is instantly followed by all the
rest.”” He adds, ¢ that he does not know
whether these horses, by becoming wild, have
degenerated or not; but that he did not think
them so handsome as those of Spain, though
they are descended from the same breed. They
have (continues he) large beads and limbs,
and their ears and limbs are also long; the
inhabitants easily tame them, and afterwards
force them to work. 'T'o catch them, nooses
made of ropes are spread in places where they
frequent ; ‘but if they are caught by the.neck
they presently strangle themselves, unlessassist-
ance is near ; theyare then fastened by the body
and legs to the trees, where they are left for

02 twa




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


