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NATURAL HISTORY. 107

should be firmly rested on the ground without
the horse’s head receiving any impression from
this motion, for when the leg suddenly falls
down, and the head sinks at the same time: it
is usual to ease the other leg, which has not
. strength to support the whole weight of the
body. This isa great fault, as well as that of
carrying the foot too far out or in. Weshould
also observe, that when he rests on his heel it is
a mark of weakness, and when he rests on the
forepart of his hoof it is a fatiguing and un-

natural attitude that he canuot long support.
Though walking is the slowest ofall their
paces, his step should be light, brisk, and nei-
ther too long nor too short; his carriage should
be easy, which depends much on the frecdom
of his shoulders, and is known by the manner
in which he carries his head in walking ; if he
keeps it high and steady, he is generally vigo-
rous and quick. When the motion of the
shoulders is not free, the leg does not rise
enough, and the horse is apt to stumble, and
-strike his foot against the inequalities on the
ground. A horse should raise his shoulders, and
TIower his haunches,in walking ; be should also
raise and support his leg ; but if he keepsit up
too long, or lets it fall too slowly, he loses all
the advantage of his suppleness, becomes
P2 heavy,
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