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are too thin, and the bones shew themselves
through the skin, it is a defect which proves
the shoulders are not free, and consequently
the horsc cannot bear much fatigue. Another
fault of a saddle horse is, to have the chest
project too forward, and the fore legs placed
too far hackward, because he is apt in this case
to rest on the hand in galloping, and even to
stumble and fall. The length of thelegs should
be proportionable to the height of the horse ;
when the fore legs are too long he is not sure-
footed, if they are too short, he bears too heavy
on the hand. Itis aremark that mares are
more liable than horses to be low before, and
that stone-horses in general have thicker necks
than mares or geldings.

The most important thing to be known, is
the age of a horse. As they advance in years
the cye-pits commonly sink, but it is from {he
teeth that we obtain the most certain know-
ledge of their age ; of these the horse has 40,
24 grinders, four eye tceth or tushes, and 12
incisive teeth. Mares have no eye teeth, or if
they have them they are very short; it is from
the front and eye teeth alone we are cnabled
to form any judgment of their age. 'T'he
front teeth begin to shew themsclves a few
days after the birth of the foal, these first tecth
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