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these four teeth are placed at the side ofthose

which we have just described. Neither the

eye teeth, nor grinders, are preceded by others

which fall out. Those of the interior jaw

usually begin to shoot at three years and a half,

the two of the upper jaw at the age of four,

and till the animal is six years old they are very

sharp; at ten years old the upper ones appear

already blunt,worn, and long, because the gum

wears away with age, and the more it appears

worn away, the more aged is the horse.

From 10 till 13 or 14 years, there is hardly

any indication ofthe age; when someof'the hairs

on the eye-brows begin to grow white; but

this indication is equivocal, since it has been

remarked that horses engendered from old staI

lions and old mares have the hair while on the

eyebrows by the age of 10 years. There are

also horses whose teeth are so hard that they

do not wear, and upon which the black mark

subsists and is never effaced ; but these are

easily known by the length of the eye teeth.

We may also know, though with less precision,

the age of a horse by the ridges of the palate,
which are effaced in proportion to his age.

By the age oftwo, or two years and a half,

the horse is in a state to engender; and mares,

like all other females, are still more forward ;
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