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128 . BUFFON’S

The stallion should always be kept in the
house ; he should be fed with more straw than
hay, and be moderately exercised until the
season for covering, when he should be fed
plentifully, though with nothing but common
food. If managed with proper care he may
be led to 15 or 18 mares with success in the
course of the season, which, as we before ob-
served, continues from the end of March to
the end of June.

It has been remarked, that studs, situated in
dry and light countries, produce active, swift
and vigorous horses, with nervous legs, and
strong hoofs, while those which are bred in
damp places, and in fat pasturage, have ge-
nerally large heavy heads, thick legs, soft
hoofs, ‘and flat feet. This difference arises
from the climate and food, which may be easily
understood ; but, what is more difficult to
comprehend, and essential to be known,is, the
necessity of always crossing, or mixing the
breed of horses to prevent their degenerating.
- There is in nature a general prototype of
each species, from which each individual is
modelled, but which seems in procreation to be
debased, or improved, according to its circum-
stances, insomuch, that in relation to certain

qualities
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