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qualities, there is a strange variety in the ap

pearance of individuals, and at the same time

a constant resemblance in the whole species.

The first animal, the first horse, for example,

has been the exterior and interior model, from.

which all horses that have existed, or shall ex

ist, havebeen formed; but this model, ofwhich

we are only acquainted with copies, may have

fallen off, or arrived at greater perfection, by

multiplying and communicating its form. The

original form subsists entire in each individual;

but though there are millions of individuals,

yet no two exactly resemble. each other, nor,

consequently, the model from which they are

sprung. This difference, which proves how far

Nature is from making any thing absolutely

perfect, and how well she knows how to shade

her works, is exactly the same in the human

species, in all animals, and in all vegetables;

and what is singular, the model of what is

handsome and excellent is dispersed through
all parts of the earth, and that in each climate

there is a portion thereof, which perpetually

degenerates, unless united with another por
tion taken from a distant country; so that to

have good corn, beautiful flowers, &c. it is ne

cessary to change the seeds, and that they never

should be. sown in the same ground where they
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