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NATURAT HISTORY. 133

has the fewest defects, and the most perfect
forms, those that have the fewest deformities,
so the produce of two animals, whose defects
exactly counterbalance each other, will be the
most perfect production-of its species: they
counterbalance one another the better, in
proportion to the distance between the coun-
tries the animals matched together were bred
in; the compound that results therefrom is
the more perfect, the more opposite the ex-
cesses or defects of the constitution of the male
are to thedefects orexcessesof the temperament
of the female. Thus the breed is always im-
proved by matching the mares with foreign
horses, and they will always be more beautiful
in proportion as the climatesin which the horse
and mare were bred are the more distant, and,
on the contrary, the produce will be much de-
based by suffering horses of the same race to
breed together; for they infallibly degenerate
in a very little time.

The climate and food have not so much in-
fluence on the human species as on animals;
and the reason is plain : man candefend himself
better than any other animal from the intem-
peranceof theclimate ; heis lodged and clothed
suitably to theseasons; in hisfood also there is
more variety, and consequently it cannot in-

fluence




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


