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not suffering a mixture of blood among their

children. In short, from analogy it may be

presumed, that in most climates men would

degenerate, as well as animals, after a certain

number of generations.

Another influence of the climate and food is,

the variety of colours in the coats ofanimals:

those which are wild, and live in the same cli

mate, are of the same colour, which becomes

a little lighter, or a little darker, in the different

seasons oftheyear; on thecontrary, thosewhich

livein different climatesare ofdifferent colours,

and domestic animals vary so much, that thert

are horses, dogs, &c. of all colours, while the

stags, hares, &c. are almost. uniformly of the

same. The injuries ofthe climate, always the

same,and constantly eating thesame food, prom
duce, in wild animals, this uniformity. The

care of man,the comforts ofshelter, the variety
of food, efface and vary the colour in domestic

animals; as does also the mixture of foreign
racers, when no care has been taken to assort

the colours of the male and female, which

sometimes produces beautiful singularities, as

we see in pied horses, where the black and the

white arc so whimsically mixed that they some

times do not seem the work of nature, but ra

ther the fancy of a painter.
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