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156 BUFFON’S

In coupling horses the colour and height
should be attended to; the shapes should be
contrasted, the race should be mixed with op-
posite climates, and horses and mares bred in
the samestud should neverbe coupled together.
All these are necessary cautions, and there arc
still some others not to be neglected ; for ex-
ample brood-mares ought never to be docked,
because, being unable to defend themselves from
the flies, they are continually tormented, and
the constant agitations which the stings of these
irsects occasion diminish the quantity of their
milk, which has great influence on the tem-
perament and size of the foal, which in every
respect will be more vigorous as the mother is
more capable of nursing it. It isalso pre-
ferable to choose brood-mares from such as
havealways been kept at grass, and have never
been hard worked. Mares which have been
kept in stables on dry food, and are afterwards
put to grass, do not immediately conceive;
they must have time to accustom themselves to
this new kind of nutriment.

Although the usual season of mares is from
the beginning of April to the end.of June, yet
it frequently happens that some are so before
that time; but which it would be better to let

pass off, because the foal in such case would be
brought
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