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at the same time there is voided several solid
pieces of flesh formed by the liquor of the al-
lantoides: these picces, which the ancients
have called the hippomanes, are not, as they
say, pieces of flesh fastened to its head ; but,
on the contrary, separated by the amnios.
The mare licks the foal after its birth, but she
does not meddle with the hippomanes, not.
withstanding theassertion of the ancients, that
she devours it immediately.

It is the usual custom to have the mare cover-
ed nine days after she has foaled : not to lose
time, and to make all they can from the stud ;
yet it is certain, that the mare having a foal
and feetus to provide for, herstrength is divid-
ed, and she is not able to give them so much
mnourishment as if she had only one; it would,
therefore, be better, in order to have excellent
horses, to let the mares be covered but once in
two years; they would last longer, and would
not be so liable to drop their foals ; for in com-
mon studs it is a great thing when, in thesame
year, halfor two thirds produce foals.

The mares, when with foal, can bear to be
covered, though there is never any fresh con-
ception : they usually breed till the age of 14
or 15 years, and the most vigorous not longer
than 18. Stallions, when they have been taken
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