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horses in general; of which I cannot give a
stronger proof than by giving an extract of a
lefter I received from a British nobleman,
( Earl of Morton) dated London, February 18,
1748, which runs in these words: ¢¢ Mr.
Thornhill, a post-master of Stilton, wagered
that he would ride three times the distance
from Stilton to London, that is 215 English
miles, within 15 hours. In undertaking the
performance of which, he set out from Stilton
in the morning of the 29th of April, 1745,
and arrived in London in three hours and fifty-
one minutes, having taken a relay of eight
different horses on the road ; he immediately
set out again from London, and got back to
Stilton in three hours and fifty-two minutes,
having changed horses but six times ; for the
third space he set off again, and with seven of
the same horses he completed it in three hours
and forty-nine minues, going over the whole
space of 215 miles in eleven hours and thirty-
two minutes; an example of swiftness that
possibly is not to be paralleled in ancient his-
tory.” )
The horses of Italy were formerly much
handsomer than they areat present, because the
breed for some time has been neglected ; not-
withstanding the Neapolitan horses are still

hand-
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