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of Arabia, and even those of Persia, which are,
nex!i to the Arabians, the most beautiful and
the best horses of the east. T'he pasture of the
plains of Media, Persepolis, Ardebil, and Der-
bent, is excellent, and by the order of govern-
ment, a prodigious number of horses are raised
there, most of which are very handsome, and
almost all excellent. Pieiro della Valle prefers
the common horses of Persia to the most ex-
cellent of the kingdom of Naples. They are
commonly of a middling size; some are very
small, but equal in goodness and strength,
while there are others bigger than the saddle-
horses of England. They have small heads
and thin necks; their ears are handsome and
well placed ; slim legs, handsome cruppers,
and hard hoofs; they are docile, lively, light,
bold, courageous, and capable of bearing great
hardships. They run very swift, without ever
stumbling. Theyarerobust,andeasily fed,being
Lept on barley mixed with straw chopped fine,
and are only put to grass for about six weeks
in the spring. Their tails are long, and the
Persians never make geldings. They use cover-
ings to defend their horses from the injuries of
the air, and are particularly attentive in their
care of them : thev manage them with a bridle
only, and without employing spurs. Numbers
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