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NATURAL HISTORY. 1:9

beat, and the greatest part of them are so low
that the feet of the riders almost touch the
ground ; they are most untractable creatures,
and only fit to be caten by the Negroes, who
are as fond of their flesh as they are cf that
of dogs. 'T'his taste for horse-flesh is common
to the Negroes, Arabians, Tartars, and Chi-
nesc. The Chinese horses are no better than
those of India, they are weak, spiritless, ill-
made, and very small; those of Corea are not
more than three feet in height. In China
almost all the horses are made geldings; and
they are so timid that they cannot be made use
of in war; so that it may with propriety be
said that the Tartarian horses conquered China.
Those horses are very fit for war, though com-
monly but of a moderate size, they are strong,
vigorous, spirited, agile,and very swift. Their
hoofs are hard, but the bot'om is too narrow;
their heads are small, their neckslong and con-
fined, and their legs are too long ; with all these
defects they may be considered as good horses,
for they are not easily tired, and gallop ex-
tremely fast. The Tartars live with their
horses in the same manner as the Arabians.
‘When about seven or eight months old they
arc mounied - by children, who make them
walk or gallop a little way by turns. They

thus
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