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160 : BUFFON’S

thus break them by degrees, and oblige them
to undergo long fastings; but they never
mount them for travelling or hunting till they
are six or seven ycars old, and then they make
them support incredible fatigue, such as tra-
velling twoor three days together without stop-
ping ; passing four or five days without any
other food than a handful of grass every eight
hours, and also to go twenty-four without
drinking, &c. These horses which are so ro-
bust in their own country become enfeebled
and useless, when transported to China or the
Indies ; but they succeed better in Persia and
Turkey. The little Tartars have a breed of
small horses which they value so much, that
they are not allowed to be sold to foreigners.
These horses have all the good and bad qua-
lities of those of Great Tartary, which shews
how much the same manners and education
give the same disposition to these animals.
There are also in Circassia, and in Mingrelia,
many horses which are even handsomer than
those of Tartary. There are also some fine
horses in the Ukraine, VWallachia, Poland, and
Sweden; but we have no particular account

of their qualities or defects.
If we consult the ancients on the nature and
qualities of the horses of different countries,
we
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