http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

162 BUFION’S

horses were ill-made, and so vicious, that no
use was made of them; that the Swiss had
grcat numbers fit for war; that the horses of
Hungary were also very good ; and lastly, that
the Iudian horses were small and weak.

From the above facts it results, that the
Arabian horses have ever been, and are still,
the first horses in the world, both for beauty
and goodness; that it is from them, imme-
diately, or by the means of Barbs, that the
finest horses in Europe, Africa, and Asia are
bred, that Arabia is perhaps not only the
original climate for horses, but the best suited
to their natures, because, instead of mixing
the breed by foreign horses, the Arabs take
care to preserve their own purity ; that if the
climate is not of itself the best for horses, the
natives have produced the same effects, by the
care they have taken, from time immemorial, to
ennoble their breed by putting together only the
most beautiful individuals, and of the first
quality ; and that by this attention, pursued
forages, they have improved the species beyond
what nature alone would have done in the most
favourable climate. We may also conclude
that warm climates rather than cold, butabove
all, dry countries agree best with the nature
of horses; that in general, small are better
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