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NATURAL HISTORY. 167

most convenient ; but he can drink many other
ways by contracting the lips to draw in the
liquor, or dipping the note and mouth deep
enoug h into it for the tongue to be environed
therewith, and then perform the motions ne-
cessary for swallowing; he can also takein a
fluid by the lips alone ; and lastly though with
more difliculty, stretch out the tongue, and,
forming a kind of little cup, carry a small
quantity of water inio the mouth. Most qua-
drupeds could also drink in several different
ways, but, like men, they chuse that which
is most convenient. The dog, whose mouth
is very large, and the tongue long and thin,
drinks by lapping, or licking, forming with the
tongue a kind of cup or scoop, which fills each
time witha tolerable quantity of liquor, and so
satisfies his thirst ; and this mode he prefers to
that of wetting the nose. 'The horse, on the
contrary, whose mouth is small, and whosé
tongue istooshort and thick to form a scoop,
and who always drinks with more avidity than
he eats, dips the mouth and nose quickly and
deeply into the water, which he swallows
largely by the simple motion of deglutition ;
but this forces "him to drink without feching
his brea'h, whereas the dog breathes at his
ease while he js drinking, Horses, thercfore,
shoulc
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