
NATURAL HISTORY. 1s

the shortening, or junction, of the others, that

the skeleton of a horse differs from that of th

human body. We see in the description of

the horse these facts too well established to

doubt; but, to follow these relations still fur

ther, let us consider separately some essential

parts of the structure; for example, we find

ribs in all quadrupeds, in birds, and in fish ;

and we find the vestiges even in the shell

ofthe turtle. Let us also consider, that the

foot of a horse, so differ¬nt in appearance

from the hand of a man, is, notwithstanding

composed ofthe same bones, and that we have,

at the extremity of each of our fingers, the

same little bone resembling a horse-shoe,

which terminates the foot of that animal.

From this we may judge if this hidden re

semblance is not more marvellous than the

apparent differences; if this constant confor

mity and design followed from man to qua

drupeds, from quadrupeds to cetaceous ani

mals, from cetaceous animals to birds, from

birds to reptiles, from reptiles to fish, &c. in

which theessential parts, as the heart., intestines,

spine, senses, &c. are always found, does not.

imply, that, in creating animals the Supremc

Being has followed but one idea, and varied

it, at the same time, in every poib1e manner,

that
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