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that man may equally admire the magnificenceé;
execution, and simplicity of the design.

In this point of view, not only the ass and
horse, but man, monkies; quadrupeds, and all
animals, may be looked upon as making but
one family; but ought we, therefore, to cons<
clude, that in this great and numerous family,
which the Almighty has conceived and created
from nothing, there are smaller families pros
jected by nature and produced by time? some
of which are composed only of two individuals,
as the horse and the ass; others of several ins
dividuals, as the weazle, the pole-cat, the
ferret, &c. and also that in vegetables there are
familiesof ten; twenty, thirty plants, &c. If
these families existed, in fact, they could only
be formed by the mixture, the successive varias
tion,and the degeneration of the original spea
cies ; and, if we admit; for once, that there are
families in plants and animals, that the ass is of
the family of the horse,and that he only differs
because he has degenerated ; we may say, with
as much propriety, that the monkeybelongs to
the family of man,and heisaman degenerated 3
that man and the monkey had but one coms
mon origin, like the horse and ass; that each
family, as well in animals as in vegetables;
¢ome from the same origin, and even that all

animals
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