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the influence of climate and food; but, these

differences of size and colour do not prevent

the Negro and the White, the Laplander and

Patagonian, the Giant and Dwarf, from

mixing together, and producing fertile indi

viduals; and consequently these men, so dii'

lèrent in appearance, are all of one species,

since this constant reproduction is that which

constitutes distinct species. Besides these

general variations, there are others more par

ticular, which are also perpetrated; such as the

enormous legs of the men who are called of

the race of St Thomas, in the island of Cey..

ion; the red eyes and white hair ofthe Dariens

and Chacrelas, the six fingers and toes in cer

tam families, &c. These singular varieties

are either accidental defaults or excesses, which

originating in some individuals, are propa

gated from race to race, like hereditary defects

and diseases; but these diffcreiiccs should not

be regarded as forming separate species, since

the extraordinary races of these men with large

legs, or six fingers, may mix with the ordi

nary races, and produce fertile individuals.

The same thing may be said of all other dc.

formities communicated from parents to their

children. Thus far the errors ofNature, and

the varieties among meu extend, and if thr

are
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