http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 193

Although we cannot demonsirate that the
production of a new species, by degeneration,
is a thing impossible in nature, yet the number
of probabilities to the contrary render it in-
credible, for if some species have been pro-
duced by the degeneration of others, if that of
the ass absolutely originated from the horse, it
can only have happened by a succession of im-
perceptible degrees, and there must necssarily
have been agreater number of intermediate ani-
mals, the first of which would have differed
but slightly in its nature from the horse, and
the latter would have approachedby degrees
to that of the ass. Upon the ground of this
supposition we might ask, what is become of
these intermediate beings? Why do we not
see their representatives, their descendants?
and why do the two extremes alone re-
main?

The ass is then an ass, and not a horse de-
generated ; a horse with a naked tail. The
ass is neither a stranger, an intruder, nor a
bastard; he has like all other animals, his fa-
mily, his species, and his rank ; his blood is
pure and untainted, and although his race is
less noble, yet it is equally good, equally an-
cient, with that of the horse. ‘Why then is
there so much contempt for an animal so good,
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