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so patient, so steady, and so useful? Do men

despise, even among animals, those which serve

them best and at the smallest expence? We

educate the bore, take care of, instruct, and

exercise him, whilst the ass is abandoned to the

power of the lowest servant, or the tricks of

children, so that instead of improving, he must

lose by his education, and if he had not a fund

of good qualities he would certainly lose them,

by the manner in which he is treated. He is

the sport of the rustics, who beat him with

staffs, abuse, overload, and make him work be:

yond his strength. We do not consider that

the ass would be in himself, and, with respect

to us, the most beautiful, best-formed, and

most distinguished of animals, ifthere were no

horse in the world; he, however, holds the

second instead of the first rank, and it is from

that only lie appears to be of no value. It

is comparison alone degrades him; we look at,

and give our opinions, not of himself, but com

paratively with the horse. We forget that he

is an ass, that he has all the qualities of his

nature, all the gifts attached to his species, and

only think of the figure and qualities of the

horse which are wanting in him, and which he

ought not to have.
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