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The ass, like the horse, is three or four

years in growing, and lives also like him 25 or

30 years; it is said the female usually lives

longer than the male ; but, perhaps, this hap

pens from their being often pregnant, and at

those times having some care taken of them,

instead ofwhich the males are constantly worn

out with fatigue and blows. They sleep less

than the horse, and do not lie down to sleep,

except wlieii they are exceedingly tired. The

male ass lasts also much longer than the star

lion; the older he is the more ardent he ap

pears, and in general the health of this animal

is much better than that of the horse; he is less

delicate and not near so subject to maladies.

The ancients knew of no disease they had but

the glanders, and which, as we have already

said, they are much less subject to than the

horse.

There are among asses different races, as

among horses, but they are much less known,

because they have notbeen taken the same care

of, or followed with the same attention ; but

wecannot doubt that they originally came from

warm climates. Aristotle assures us, that there

were none in his time in Scythia, nor the oilier

northern countries, nor even in Gaul; which,

he says, is too cold a climate, and adds, that a.

cold
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