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cold climate either prevents them from pro-
creating their species, or causes them to de-
generate, which is the reason they are small and
weak in Illyria, Thrace, and Epirus. They
are still the same in France, though they have

been for many ages naturalized, and though the
coldness of the climate is much lessened within
these two thousand years, by the number of
forests destroyed, and marshes dried up ; but it
is more certain, they have been but newly in-
troduced into Sweden and the other northern
countries. They appear to have come ori-
ginally from Arabia, and to have passed from
Arabia into Egypt, from Egypt into Greece,
from Greeceinto Italy, from Italy into France,
and from thence into Germany, Ingland,
Sweden, &c. for they are, in fact, weak and
small, in proportion to the coldness of the clis
mate.

This migration seems to be well proved
by the account of travellers. Chardin says,
¢¢ that there are two kinds of asses in Persia,
the asses of the country, which are slow
and heavy, and which are only made use of
to carry burthens, and a race of Arabian
asses, which are very beautiful, and certainly
the first asses in the world; their skin is

glossy, their heads high, and have high light
| feet,
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