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feet, which they raise with grace, walk well, and
are solely employed to ride on. The saddles
which they use with them are like a bat, round
on one side, flat on the other; they are made
of woollen cloth, or tapestry, and have harness
and stirrups, and the rider sits on them nearer
the crupper than the neck. There are some
of these asses which even cost about 18 pounds
sterling, and there are none sold under 25 pis-
toles. They are broke like horses, but are
taught no other pace than the amble; the man-
ner of teaching them isby tying their hind and
fore-legs of the same side with two ropes of
cotton, which are made to the length of the
step the ass is to pace, and aresuspended by a
cord fastened to the girth. A groom mounts
and exercises them in this pace morning and
evening. Their no:trils are slit in order to
enable them to breathe more freely, and they
go so fast, that a horse must gallop to keep
up with them.”

It is to be regretted that the Arabians, who
have so long taken care to preserve the breed
of their horses, had not paid the same attention
to theass, since from the above it appears that
Arabia is not only the first, but also the best
¢limate in the world for both. From Arabia
they have passed into Barbary and Egypt,
VOL. V., Dd where
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