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they, are taken in snares made with ropes, go

in troops to pasture, and their flesh is also eaten.

There were, in the time of Marmol, wild.

asses in Sardinia, but they were less than those

of Africa; Pietro delta Valle says he saw a

wild ass at Bassora, whose figure differed in no

respect from a domestic one, only of a lighter

colour, and had from the head to tail a stripe

ofwhite; he was also much livelier and swifter

than the asses usually are. Olcarius mentions,

that one day the King of Persia made him go

up with him to the top of a little building, in

form of a theatre, to eat fruit and sweetmeats;

that after the repast, 32 wild asses were

brought in, when the king amused himself for

some time by firing at them, both with bullets

and arrows, arid having wounded some, he af

terwards permitted the ambassadors, and other

lords, to do the same; that it was no small

diversion to see these asses with a number of

arrows sticking in them, and, from the pain.

they felt, biting and roiling over each other;

that when they were all killed and laid before

the king they were sent to the royal kitchen at

Ispahan; the Persians setting so great a value

on the flesh of these wild asses that they have a

proverb expressive of it. But it does not ap

pear that these 32 wild asses were all taken in
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