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the forests, and thercfore it is probable they
were asses brought up in large parks, for the
pleasure of hunting and eating them.

Neither asses nor horses were found in
America, although the climate of South Ame-
rica is perfectly consonant with their natures.
Those which the Spaniards have transported
from Europe, and leftin large islands, and on
the Continent, have greatly multiplied. In
some parts they are found in troops, and are
taken in snares like wild horses.

The he-ass with the mare produce large
mules, and the horse with the she-ass pro-
duce small mules, differing from the first in
many respects; but as we shall treat of mules
in a particular chapter, we shall finish the
history of the ass with that of its properties,
and the uses to which the animal may be put.

As wild asses are unknown in these cli-
mates we cannot in reality say whether their
flesh is or is not good to eat; but-it is certain,
that the flesh of the domestic ass is extremely
bad, and harder than that of the horse. Ga~
Jen says, that it is a pernicious aliment, and
occasions diseases. The milk of the ass, on
the contrary, is an approved and specific re-
medy for certain complaints and its use has
been transmitted to us from the Greek. To

have
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