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NATURAL HISTORY. 205

have it good we should' chuse a young healthy
she-ass, full of flesh, that has lately foaled,
and has not since becn with the male: the
young one sheuld be taken from her, and care
must be taken to feed her well with hay, oats,
barley, and grass, whose qualities may have
an influence on the disease, with particular
‘care not to let the milk cool, nor even to ex-
pose it to the air, which will spoil it in a lit-
tle time. The ancients also attributed great
virtue to the blood, &c. of the ass, but which
experience has not confirmed.

As the skin of the ass is extremely hard, and
very elastic, it is used for different purposes,
such as to make drums, shoes, and thick parch-
ment for pocket-books, which is slightly var-
nished over: it is also with asses’ skin that
the Orientals make their sagri, which we call
shagreen. It is also probable that the bones
of asses are harder than those of other animals,
since the ancients made their best-sounding
flutes of them.

The ass-in proportion to his size, can carry
the greatest weight of any animal ; and as it
costs but little to feed him, and he scarcely re-
quires any care, he is of great use in country
business ; he also serves to ride on, as all his
paces are gentle, and lie stumbles less than the
' horse ;
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