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NATURAL HISTORY. 07

common to all organized beings. The moles
cules pass from body to body, and are equally
the causes of life, and the continuation of it,
to the nourishment and growth of each indi-
vidual.  After the dissolution of the body,
after its reduction to ashes, these organic mole-
cules, on which death has no power, survive,
circulate in the universe, pass into other beings
and produce life and nourishment. Every pro-
duction, every rcnovation, or increase by ge-
neration, by nutrition, or by growth, implies @
preceding destruction, a conversion of sub-
stance, a translation of these organic melecules
which never multiply, but always subsisting in
an equal number, render nature always equal-
ly alive, the earth equally pecopled, and ever
cqually resplendent with the primitive glory
of Him who created it.

To take beings in general, the total quan-
tity of life is always then the same; and death,
which seems to destroy all, destroys nothing of
that primitive life which is common to all or-
ganized beings. Like all other subordinate
powers, death attacks only individuals, strikes
only the surface, and destroys the form; but
can have no power over matier, and can do no
harm to Nature, which only appears to more
advantage. She does not permit him to destroy
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