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the species, but leaves individuals to his power;
to shew herself independant both of Death and
Time ; to exercisc every instant, her power,
which is always active; to manife:t her pleni-
tude by her fertility, and to make the universe,
in reproducing and renewing its beings, a the-
atre always filled, and a spectacle always new.

That there may be a constant succession of
beings, it is necessary there sliould be a mutual
destruction ; that animals may subsist and be
nourished, vegetables, or other animals must be
destroyed ; and as; before and after the destrucs
tion, 'the quantity of life remains always the
same, it should, as if it was indifferent to nature
which species were more or less consumed ; like
an economical mother, however, in thc midst of
abundance, she has fixed bounds to her expen-
ces, and prevents unnecessary wasie, in giving
but to a few animals the instinct of feeding on
flesh, while she has abundantly multiplied both
the species and individuals which feed on plants
and vegetables. She seems to have been prodi-
gal to the vegetable kingdom, and to have bes
stowed on each great profusion and fecundity ;
greatly perhaps to second her views, in main-
taining and even establishing this order on the
earth; for in the sea, we find almost all the

specics are voracious; they live on their own
kind,
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