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NATURAL HISTORY. 209

kind, or on ofhers, and devour perpetually;,
without ever destroying any particularspeciés,
Because the fecundity is as great as the dépre-
dation, and because all the consumption turns
to the profit of reproduction.

Miin knows how to exercise ltis power om
animals ; he has chosen those whese flesh
pleases his taste, has made them his domestic
slaves, and multiplied them more than nature
would have done; and by the pains he takes
for their increase, seems tohave acquired d right:
to slaughter them; but he extends this right
much farther than his wanfs require; for he
also makes war with'savage animals; birds, and:
fishes, and does not even confine himself to’
thoseof the climatewhich heinhabits, but seeks:
ata distance, and cven inthe midst of the océan,
for new food. All nature seems insufficient to
satisfy the intemperance. and the inconstant:
variety of his appetites. Man alone consumes'
more flesh than all the other animals together:
devour; he is, then, the gteatest destroyer; and:
this more from custom than necessity. Instead
of using with moderation the blessings which:
are offered him, inistead of: disposing of them:
withequity, instead of increasing them. i pro
portion as he destroys, the rich man' placesall
his glory in consuming, in one day, at: his
table, as much as would be necessary to sup-
VOL. V. Ee port
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