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NATURAL HISTORY. 213

ihat is founded the diversity which we see in
the appetites of animals, for if meccessity did
not determine them oftener than taste how
could they devour corrupted flesh with as much
avidity as that which is fresh and juicy ? Why
do they eat equally of all kinds of flesh ? We
see that domestic dogs, which have it in their
power to chuse, constantlyreject certain meats,
such as the woodcock, thrush, pork, &ec.
whilst wild dogs, wolves, foxes, &c. eat
‘equally the flesh of the hog, woodceck, birds
of all species, and even frogs, of which I once
found two in the stomach of a wolf. When
they can neither get flesh nor fish, they will
eat fruit, corn, grapes, &c. but they always
prefer that food, which, in a small portion,
contains a large quantity of nutritive or or-
ganic particles, proper for the nourishment
and subsistence of the body.

If these are not sufficient proofs let us con-
sider the method made use of to fatten cattle.
They begin by castration, thus stopping the
passage through which the organic molecules
escape in most abundance; then, instead of
leaving the oz to his usunal pasture, of herbage
alone, they give him bran, corn, and turnips;
in a word, more substantial aliments than
grass. In a little time the Jesh, juices, and

fat



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


