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fat of the animal augments, the flit abounds,
and, from a flesh hard and dry, forms a viand

so succulent and good, that it is the chief of

our best repasts.

It also results from what has been said, that

man, whose stomach and intestines are not so

capacious with respect to the size of his body,

could not live on herbage alone; yet it is prov

ed by facts, that he can live on vegetables, corn,

and seeds of plants, since there are whole na

tions, and particular orders of men, who are

forbid by their religion to cat ofany thing that

has had life; but these examples, though sup

ported by the authority of Pythagoras, and re

commended by somephysicians, do not appear

sufficient to convince us, that it would benefit

the health of mankind, or that the human spe

cies would multiply in a greater proportion, if

they lived on vegetables and bread; the rather

as peasants, whom the luxuries, and the

sump-tuousnessof the great, reduce to this mode of

living, languish and die much sooner than per

sons in a middle station of life, to whom wants

and excesses are equally unknown.

Next to man, animals which live on flesh

only are the greatest destroyers: they are both

the enemies of nature, and the rivals of man.

It is only by a careful attention that our flocks

and
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