S e —

http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 215

and fowls can be sheltered from birds of prey,
the wolf, fox, weazle, &c. and it is only by a
continual war that we can preserve our grain,
fruits, and even clothing from the voracity of
rats, moths, mites, &c. for insects are among
those creatures which do more harm than good.

The ox, sheep, and those other animals
which feed on grass, are not only the best, most
useful, and most precious to man, but con-
sume and cost him least. The ox, above all
the rest, is the most excellent in this respecet,
for he gives as much to the earth as he takes
from it, and even enriches the ground on which
he lives ; while the horse and the greatest part
of other animals, in a few years impoverish
the best pasture-lands.

But these are not the only advantages that
this animal procures fo man ; without the ox,
the poor and the rich would have much diffi-
culty to live; the earth would remain uncul-
tivated, the fields, and even the gardens would
be dry and sterile; it is on him that all the
work of the country falls, he is the most
useful domestic of the farmer, and does
all the labour of agriculture*. Formerly

he

- * Modern practice, at least in England, proves that with
all the superior qualities of the ox, he is not entitled to this
particular
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