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in large clots, whilst two cows are sufficient to

plough light, and sandy soils. The ancients

confined the ox to 120 paces, as the extent of

the furrow, he was capable of tracing without

stopping; after which they suffered him to take

breath a few moments before he went on with

the same furrow, or began a fresh one. The

ancients took delight in thestudy ofagriculture

and gloried in ploughing themselves, or at

least in encouraging the labourer, and sparing

him and the ox as much trouble as possible;

but among us, those who enjoy the greatest

share of the blessings of the earth are those

who know least how to esteem, and to en

courage the art of cultivation.

* The bull (fig. 20.) serves chiefly for the pro

pagation ofhis species, and thoughwecan make

him. submit to work, yet we are less sure ofhis

obedience, and must be on our guard against

the improper use he may make of his strength.

Nature has made him indocile and haughty;

in rutting time he is unmanageable, and frc

quently furious; but by castration these im

petuotks motions cease, whilst it robs him of

none of his strength; it rather renders him

larger, veightier, and -More proper for the

work for which lie is intended; it has also an

fict upon his disposition, and makeshm oro

Ff2 tame
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