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NATURAL HISTORY. 995

but composed of two or three octaves, the
highest of which strikes the ear most forcibly,
and the others are not perceived, yet if we
give attention thereto, we hear a grave sound,
much deeper than the voice of the cow, oz, or
calf, whose lowings are also much shorter.
The bull only bellows when he is enamoured ;
the cow more frequently lows through fear and
dread, than from any other cause; and the
calf bellows from pain, want of food, or a de-
sire of being with its mother.

The dullest and most idle animals arc not
those which sleep the soundest, or the longest.
The sleep of the ox is short, and not very
sound; for he awakes on the least noise. He
usually lies on his left side, and the left kid-
ney is always larger and fatter than the right.

Oxen, like other domestic animals, differ
in colour; but the red appears the most
common colour, and the redder they are, the
more they are esteemed ; some prefer the black,
while others assert that those of a bay colour
last longest ; that the brown are sooner fatigued
and shorter lived ; that the grey, brindled, and
white, are not proper for work, and are only
fit to be fattened for slaughter. But whatsoever
be the colour, the coat of the ox should be
shining, thick, and soft to the touch ; for if it
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