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and supple, macerated with the liquor with

which it is surrounded, it arrives at the ccuin

and colon, without much alteration ; it is prin

cia11y in these two intestines, of which the

enormous capacity answers to that of the

paunch of ruminant cattle, that in the horse is

performed the decomposition of the food; but

this decomposition is never so intire as that

which is made in the fourth stomach ofthe ox.

For these reasons, and from the inspection

of the parts, it seems easy to conceive how

chewing the cud is effected, and why the horse

neither ruminates nor vomits. Chewing the

cud is but. a vomiting without straining, oc

casioned by the reaction of the first stomach

upon what it contains. The, ox fills his two

first stomachs, or portions of the paunch.

This membrane acts with force on the food it

contains; it is chewed but a little, rind its quan

tity is( reatly increased by fermentation. Were

the food liquid, this force of contraction would

occasion it to pass into the third stomach,

which communicates with the other by a narrow

conveyance, the orifice of which is situated

in the posterior part of the first, and almost as

high as the sophagus; thus this conduit can

not admit the food, until it has become some

what fluid. The dry parts, must, therefore, rise
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