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up again into the sophagus, the orifice of

which is larger than that of the conduit; in

fact, they go up again into the mouth, and the

animal again chews and macerates them, im

bibes them afresh with its saliva, and thus by

degrees liquefies them sufficient to pass into the

Ihird stomach, where it is again macerated be

fore it goes into the fourth; and it is in this

last stomach that the decomposition of the hay

is finished, which is there reduced to a perfect

mucilage.

What chiefly confirms the truth of this cx

phanation is, that as long as the animals suck,

or are fed with milk and other liquid aliments,

they do not chew the cud; and that they chew

the cud much more in winter, when they are

fed with dry food, than in summer, when they
cat tender grass. In the horse, on the con

trary, the stomach is small, the orifice of the

sophagus is narrow; and that of the pylorus

very large. This alone would render chew

ing the cud impossible, for the food contained

in this little stomach, though perhaps more

strongly compressed than in the stomach ofthe

ox, does not mount upwards, since it can easily
descend through the pylorus, which is very
large; and it is not necessary that the hay
should be reduced to a soft running paste, be'

cause
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