http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

253 BUFFON’S

cause the force ofthe contraction of thie stomach
pushes the aliment through when almost dry.

Itis by this difference, then, that the ox
chews the cud, and that the horse cannot per-
form this operation. But there is still another
diff:rence in the horse, which hinders him from
chewing the cud, and is the reason why he can-
not vomit ; the passage of the cesophagus being
placed obliquely in the stomach, the membranecs
of which arevery thick, makes a kind of gutter
in them so oblique that it must close still more
iostead of opening by the convulsive motions
of the stomach. Although this difference, as
well as many others we observe in the con-
formation of the bodics of these animals, de-
pend on their constant nature, nevertheless,
therearein thedevelopement, more particularly
in the soft parts, differcnces constantly in ap-
pearance, but which may,and actually do, vary
from circumstances. The vast capaciousness
of the ox’s paunch, for example, is not en-
tirely owing to Nature ; il is not of that size
in its primitive conformation, but attains it by
degrees, from the large quantity of aliment
it receives; for, in the calf, which is not very
young, but has eat no grass, the paunch is
much smaller in proportion than in the ox.

This capaciousness of the paunch proceeds,
- then,
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