
NATURAL HISTORY. 239

the coarser grass; so that in a few years, the

field in which the horse has lived becomes

poor, and that on which the ox has broused,

becomes an improved pasture.

Our oxen, which we must not confound

with the buffalo, bison, &c. seem to be ori

ginally of this temperate climate, great heat,

or excessive cold, being equally injurious to

them. Besides this species, which is so abun

.dant in Europe, is not found in the southern

countries, and is not extended beyond Armenia

and Persia; nor beyond i'gypt and Barbary in

Africa. For in India, the rest of Africa, and

even in America, the cattle have a bunch on

the back, or are animals of a different species,

'which travellers have called oxen. Those

found at the Cape ofGood Hope, and in many

parts of America, were carried from Europe

by the Dutch and Spaniards. In general,

countries which are rather cold agree better

with our oxen than hot climates; they are

larger and fatter in proportion as the climate is

humid, and as it abounds in goodness of

pasture. The oxen of Denmark, Padolia,

Ukraine, and CalmuckTartary, are the largest;
those of England, Ireland, [-lolland, andHun

gary, are larger than those of Persia, Turkey,
Greece, Italy, France, and Spain; and those

of
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