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lions of individuals, hoast of having subdued
an enlire species? As they were all created
without his participation, is it not reasonable
to believe that Nature enabled them to exist
and multiply without hisaid? If we consider,
nevertheless, the weakness and stupidity of
the shecp, and reflect, that this animal, with<
out defence, cannot find safety in flight; that
he has for his enemies all devouring animals,
which seem to seek him in preference, and to
devour him by choice; that formerly this spe~
cies produced but few ; and that the life of each
individual is but short ; we shall be tempted to
think, that from the beginning sheep were
confided to the care of man; that they had oc-
easion for his protection to subsist, and of his
care to multiply ; especiallyas there never were
any wild sheep found in the deserts. Inall
places where man does not rule, the lion, tiger,
and wolf reign by force and cruelty ; and these
animals of blood and carnage, live longer, and
multiply faster than sheep. In short, if we
were 1o abandon the flocks, which we have
rendered so numerous, they would soon be
deq!roycd and their species entirely annihilated
by the voracity of its numberless enemies. ’
It appears, therefore, that it is only by the

help and care of mansheep have been preserved
and
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