
NATURAL HISTORY. e.IS

And that they could not have continued to sub

sist for themselves. The female is absolutely

without resource, and without defence. The

ram has but feeble arms; his courage is nothing

but a petulance useless to himself, inconvenient

to others, and which is destroyed by castration.

The wedder is still more fearful than ewes. It

is through fear that sheep gather so often in

troops; the smallest noise to which they are

unaccustomed, makes them get close together;

and thisfear is attended with thegreatest stupi

dity, for they know not how to fly the danger,,

nor do they even seem to feel the hazard and

inconvenience of their situation. They con

tinue obstinately fixed wherever they are, and

for neither rain nor snow will they stir. T

oblige them to change their route, or situation,.

they must have a chief who is instructed t

walk first, and whom they will follow step by

step. This chief, however, would remain with

out motion if hewere not d riven offbythe shep
herd, or the dog which guards them, who, in

fact, watches over their safety, defends, directs,

separates, assembles, and in short, comrnuni

cafes to them every motion that is necessary

fo'r.theIr safety.

Of all quadrupeds then sheep are the most

insensible, and-.have the least resources from'
-

instinct.
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