
NATUAL hISTORY. 25,3

mm is admitted to the ewes about the end of

idly, or beginning of August, for the purpose

of having lambs in January; in September,

October, and November, lie is given to a

greater iumber, from which we have plenty of

lambs in February, March, and April; there

are also quantities in May,June, July, August,

and September; and it is only in October,

November, arid December, that they arescarce.

The ewes have milk for six or seven months; it

is tolerable nourishment for children and coun

try people,. and makes very good cheese, espe

cially when mixed with cows' milk. The

time for milking the ewes is just before they

go into the fields, or immediately after their

return. In summer they may be milked twice

a day, and once in winter.

Ewes fatten when they are with young, be

cause they then eat mere than at any other

time. As they often hurt themselves they
have frequent abortions, sometimes become

barren, and often bring forth monsters; never

theless, if they are well taken care of, they will

pioduce through life; that is for ten or twelve

years, though they commonly begin to grow
old and use1es by the time they are seven or

eight. The ram lives till lie is twelve or

fourteen years old, but is unfit forpropagation,

after
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