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after heis eighi. e should then be castrated,
and fattened with the old ewes. The flesh of
the ram is always ill-tasted, that of the ewe
insipid, while that of the wedder is the most
succulent and best of our common meat.
Those who wish to form a flock with a view
to profit, buy ewes and wedders from the age
of cighteen months (o two years, an hundred
of which may be put under the care of one
shepherd, and if he is careful and assisted by
a good dog, he will lose but few. When he
conducts them to the field he should always
go first, accustom them to the sound of his
voice, to follow him without going aside among
the corn, vines, and cultivated lands, where
they do considerable damage. Hills, or plains
above hills, afford them the best and most
agrecable pasture, and they should never be
suffered to brouze in low and marshy grounds.
In winter they should be fed in the stable on
bran, tarnips, hay, straw, lucerne, sainfoine,
leaves of ash, elm, &c. and unless the weather
is very bad they should be allowed to go out
every day for the sake of exercise. In the cold
season they should not be taken to the fields be-
fore ten o’clock in the morning, and remain for
four or five hours; they should then be made

to drink, and about three o’clock in the after-
noon
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