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which are fed upon the downs in our maritime
provinces. The wool of Italy, Spain, and
England is finer than the wool of France. In
Poitou, Provence, in the environs cf Bayonne,
and several other parts of I'rance, there is some
sheep which appear to be of a foreign race
they are larger, stronger, and have a greater
quantity of wool than those of the common
breed. 'They arealso more prolific, generally
producing two lambs at a time. The rams of
this breed engender with the common ewes and
produce an intermediate race. In Italy and
Spain there is a great variety in their races of
sheep, but they should all be regarded as form-
ing one species with our common sheep, which
though so numecrous does not extend beyond
Europe. Those animals with large broad tails,
so common in Asia and Africa, and which tra-
vellers have given the name of Barbary sheep,
appear to be of different species from our com-
mon sheep, as well as from the pacosand lama
of America.

‘White wool being most esteemed, those
lambs which are black or spotted are com-
monly led to slaughter. There aresome places
however where almost all the sheep are black ;
and white rams and ewes will frequently pro-

duce spotted lambs. In France there are only
white,
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